Joys and Concerns of Church and Community
· Cathy Keeler's sister Kelley and their mother Jan.  Cathy is home recovering from a car accident this past week.  

· Marcus Hill writes: “I would like to request prayer for my Aunt Carla Dowdell. I received word that she's been placed on hospice after a long battle with cancer that we thought was gone. Hopefully, through unified prayers and everyone lifting her up, she can pull through.”
· Lillie Sapp thanks God that her son-in-law has a job after a two year search.  

· Keep the Alsobrook family in your prayers as Glen continues to recuperate at home.

· We continue to lift Edith Jones and all the family up in prayers for God's comfort and solace.

· Prayers for Elizabeth Cunningham and Thetis Merritt for strength, comfort, and a sense of God's presence.

· Continued prayers for Wiley Harris and Dan'l Giles who praise God “for all the changes in our life, and we know it is hard but we know God’s in the mix.”  

· Sarah McClelland lifts praises to God for a full house in God’s House.  

· Prayers for Mark Ranney and Paul Brown.  Mark rejoices that 37 years ago his parents picked him up from an adoption agency!

· Rosa Kent asks for prayers for Alan Bright. Also prayers for Joyce Gunby.
· Millie Linville gives God praise for our church nursery and Children’s Church volunteers, and for the congregation’s gentle guidance.  Pray for Veda Grace, 4 weeks old, with health complications.
· Jay and Peggy Norton ask prayers for their nephew, David Perkins III, and his parents.

· Lynn Parvin is in our thoughts and prayers. Congratulations to Ian Parvin-Asher for being accepted at the Citadel and North Georgia colleges! 

· Kathy Westbrook asks for prayers for her sister, Peg Burton, and her family as she begins treatment for liver cancer.

· Linda Colon, a daughter of Carl and Ursula Sax, continues her recovery at home from breaking two ribs.

· We continue to lift up Kamon Sherriff, a 19 year old who is in rehab following a fall which has paralyzed him from the waist down.

· Linda Chesnut asks that we hold Sue Kaustein in our prayers for her lung and heart weakness, and Sara Bell as she lives with a diagnosis of terminal cancer.

· Larry Todd, his mother Ruby Todd who lives with Alzheimer's disease, and Larry's family who are caregivers for their mother.

· Hank Ferry and his wife Beatrice.

· The Rev. Wendy Wyche seeks prayers for her protection, for her health, energy, passion, productivity, renewal and blessings for her ministry and service.  She also asks for prayers for her friend Corby who is recovering from a stroke.

· Johnnie Barber lifts up Enrique Works, asking for prayers of release from fear. 

· J.D. and Julie Fleming are in our prayers for mercy and comfort.

· Remember Lynn Nabers' family with words and actions of healing and mercy.

· Rev. Daphne Reiley requests continued prayers for encouragement and clarity as she seeks employment.

· Remember Paul Appleby, Sarah McClelland, and Anita Renahan-White who are all in the ordination process.  Also, prayers for the Ordination Council at Decatur First CC as they guide Paul Appleby through to his ordination here on November 5 at 6 p.m.
· Prayers for all service men and women the world over as they are in harm's way.

· Kim Stanley and Lee Stanley; Millie Simmons; Mary Ellen Fountain; the Brimacombe family in Arizona.

· Ruth Lutz and her sister Martha are in our prayers as they care for their mother.

· The Rev. Adei Grenpastures requests prayers for neighbor Jackie Hudson and her daughter Alexis.  Prayers of thanksgiving are lifted for Alicia Maxwell's positive response to treatment.  Continuing prayers are lifted for Alicia Maxwell's friend Andy Farmer.
Church Calendar

Sunday, October 16:




8:30 a.m.
Awakenings Service

9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School

9:30 a.m.
Young Adult Bible Study in Carmack Room

9:45 a.m.
Music and Movement in Drama Room (Children)


10:50 a.m.
Sanctuary Service 


12:30 p.m.
All Church Fellowship Meal


5 p.m.

Pat Vas Dias Recital


8 p.m.

Narcotics Anonymous

Monday, October 17:


10 a.m.

Staff Meeting



11 a.m.

Prayer Group

6:30 p.m.
Women at the Well in Parlor

7:30 p.m.
Mary Magdalene Circle At Yolanda’s 
Tuesday, October 18:

3-5 p.m.

Spring Into Spanish


3:30-6:30 p.m.
Cello Lessons in Carmack Room

6 p.m.

Ordination Council Meeting


8:00 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous/ALANON

Wednesday, October 19:

9:30-11:30 a.m.
Spring Into Spanish


3-5 p.m.

Spring Into Spanish

6:30 p.m.
Bell Choir Rehearsal

7:30 p.m.
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, October 20:

9:30-11:30 a.m.
Spring Into Spanish


2 p.m.

Retired Teachers


3:30-8:30 p.m.
Cello Lessons in Carmack Room
Friday, October 21:




Susan G. Komen for the Cure using ½ of our parking lot all day
Saturday, October 22:

8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Multi-Family Yard Sale at Nancy Shealy’s home

9 a.m.-2 p.m.
More Hands For God (leaving church at 8:15 a.m.)


1-2 p.m.

Spiritual Growth with Rev. Grenpastures
Sunday, October 23:
Anita Renahan-White preaching



8:30 a.m.
Awakenings Service

9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School

9:30 a.m.
Young Adult Bible Study in Carmack Room

9:45 a.m.
Music and Movement in Drama Room (Youth)

10:50 a.m.
Sanctuary Service 

4:30 p.m.
Daphne Reiley preaching at Clairmont Oaks

8 p.m.

Narcotics Anonymous


On behalf of First Christian Church of Decatur, I write to thank you for your participation and prayers while recently worshiping Jesus Christ here amongst the whole people of God.   We do hope to see you again. Pastor James Brewer-Calvert

The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) was born in the early 1800s as a dynamic movement for God that spread across the American frontier.   Seeking to move beyond denominational division and toward being a New Testament Church, our founders envisioned a united community of faith grounded in the love and grace of Jesus Christ.  Today we are over 3,700 congregations strong across the United States, Canada, and around the world.  The red Chalice with St. Andrew’s Cross symbolizes our focus on the weekly celebration of Holy Communion and the openness of the Lord’s Table, where all are made welcome and invited to partake.  


First Christian Church of Decatur was founded on Christmas Day 1921, and has served faithfully ever since with a significant urban ministry, an inclusive theology, and a Kingdom-building vision.   We are open and accepting of all of God’s people, and encourage women, men, and young people to follow their call from God to serve, just as Christ first served us.  


Here is a brief theology and history lesson about this Body of Christ.  First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Decatur, Georgia has a covenantal relationship with sister churches across the city and around the world.  While each congregation is independent – no one has the ecclesial authority to direct us what to do, say, believe, or call to serve as pastor– we are connected by a covenant of love.  Beginning in the early 1800’s, Christian Churches and Disciples of Christ congregations flourished across the USA and around the world.  In 1968, the separate bodies yoked to become the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) with three manifestations:  local congregations, regional churches, and a general church to facilitate national and international missions.  Ever since we have covenanted to support and encourage fellow Disciples and to practice Christian ministry locally, regionally and globally.

 
Having said that, there are some theological practices we share in common.  We are non-creedal; everyone is invited to love and serve God through Jesus Christ, but how and why you move in that direction is between each soul and God.  We practice baptism by immersion at an age of understanding, yet we recognize all forms of baptism and therefore do not require anyone to be re-baptized.  The Lord’s Table is open because Christ is the host and the purpose.  We celebrate the birth, ministry, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and in the context of worship we offer Holy Communion every Sunday.  Everyone has a vocation, and we affirm Christ’s call to children, youth, women and men to serve.  We turn to the Holy Scriptures for guidance and direction in our daily living, yet also recognize that the Holy Spirit, in God’s infinite wisdom, continues to lovingly communicate through additional voices and acts of grace.  At the intersection of faith and reason we meet the Risen Christ and one another.  The call of the Gospel for social justice and the building of community is intricately woven into the very fabric of the worship, study, and prayer life of the church.


How to Join:  You may join First Christian Church by transfer of membership, confession of faith, or by renewal of the vows of your baptism. Please fill out a Friends and Visitors Card (found in your worship program) and bring it forward with you during the Hymn of Invitation, where our Pastor will be delighted to welcome you.  Disciples of Christ congregations are delighted to recognize all baptisms. We baptize by immersion at an age of understanding. If you have not been baptized we will schedule one with you at a later date. 
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First Christian Church of Decatur (Disciples of Christ)
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 601 West Ponce de Leon Avenue

             
Decatur, GA  30030


Phone:  404-378-3621


Email:1stcc@bellsouth.net


Website:  www.decaturdisciples.org
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Affirmation of Faith

As members and friends of the Christian Church, 

We confess that Jesus is the Christ,


the Son of the living God,


and proclaim him Lord and Savior of the world.
In Christ’s name and by his grace


we accept our mission of witness


and service to all people.
We rejoice in God,


maker of heaven and earth,


and in the covenant of love


which binds us to God and one another.
Through baptism into Christ


we enter into newness of life


and are made one with the whole people of God.
In the communion of the Holy Spirit


we are joined together in discipleship


and in obedience to Christ.
At the table of the Lord


we celebrate with thanksgiving


the saving acts and presence of Christ.

Within the universal church


we receive the gift of ministry


and the light of scripture.

In the bonds of Christian faith


we yield ourselves to God


that we may serve the One


whose kingdom has no end.

Blessing, glory and honor be to God forever.  Amen.

