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 Resolve to Love  🌐   Agree to Differ  🌐   Unite to Serve  🌐   Break Bread Together 

 Sunday, March 17, 2024 
 Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 That's the thing about true joy: 
 It doesn't exist on a spectrum, opposite our pain. 

 Joy doesn't replace our pain; 
 joy simply redeems it. 
 Too often we see our grief or sorrow 
 as evidence that joy hasn't reached us. 

 We read that there is a time to weep and a 
 time to laugh; 
 a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
 and we assume that these seasons are 
 separate. 

 I've found, however, that these seasons 
 usually overlap and intertwine, 
 the bitter and the sweet poured together 
 in the same cup. 

 —Stephanie Tait 
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 We Gather to Connect with God and One Another 

 Theme  Lillie Sapp 

 Prelude  Adam Cole 

 Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Answai T. White-Burch 

 Opening Hymn  “I Come With Joy”  420 

 1. I come with joy, a child of God, 
 forgiven, loved and free, 
 the life of Jesus to recall, 
 in love laid down for me, 
 in love laid down for me. 

 2. I come with Christians far and near 
 to find, as all are fed, 
 the new community of love 
 in Christ's communion bread, 
 in Christ's communion bread. 

 3. As Christ breaks bread, and bids us 
 share, 
 each proud division ends. 
 The love that made us, makes us one, 
 and strangers now are friends, 
 and strangers now are friends. 

 4. The Spirit of the risen Christ, 
 unseen, but ever near, 
 is in such friendship better known, 
 alive among us here, 
 alive among us here. 

 5. Together met, together bound 
 by all that God has done, 
 we'll go with joy, to give the world 
 the love that makes us one, 
 the love that makes us one. 

 Call to Worship  (Psalm 16, adapted)  Lillie Sapp 

 One:  The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 
 Many:  The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; I have 

 goodly heritage. 
 One:  I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs 

 me. 
 Many:  I keep the Lord always before me; because God is at my right 

 hand, I shall not be moved. 
 One:  Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure. 

 Many:  For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let your faithful one see the 
 Pit. 

 One:  You show me the path of life. 
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 Many:  In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your right hand are 
 pleasures forevermore. 

 Unison Prayer of Invocation  (Michael Perry)  Lillie Sapp 

 God of peace, cause us to rejoice in you always, make us gentle to everyone, 
 keep us from being anxious about anything― help us to ask you for what 
 we need, with thanksgiving; and let your peace guard our hearts and 
 minds. Open our eyes to what is just, our minds to what is true, and our 
 hearts to love as you love us. In Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 Song of Praise  “Joyful Is the Dark”  333 

 Joyful is the dark, holy hidden God, 
 rolling cloud of night beyond all naming: 
 majesty in darkness, energy of love, 
 Word-in-flesh, the mystery proclaiming 
 Joyful is the dark, joyful is the dark 
 Joyful is the dark! 

 We Receive and Respond to the Word 

 Holy Scriptures  Lillie Sapp 

 Philippians 4:4-13 

 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 
 everyone. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
 prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
 your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
 whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
 excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. As for the 
 things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and 
 the God of peace will be with you. 

 I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at last you have revived your concern for me; 
 indeed, you were concerned for me but had no opportunity to show it. Not that I am 
 referring to being in need, for I have learned to be content with whatever I have. I know 
 what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all 
 circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having 
 plenty and of being in need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 
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 One:  This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
 Many:  Thanks be to God. 

 Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer  Rev. Answai T. White-Burch 

 Psalm 32 

 Be glad in God and rejoice, shout for joy, you up-right in heart. 

 One:  Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
 Many:  Happy are those to whom God imputes no iniquity, and in whose 

 spirit there is no deceit. 
 One:  While I kept silence, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long. 

 Many:  For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was 
 dried up as by the heat of summer. 

 One:  Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity. 
 Many:  I said "I will confess my transgressions to God," and you forgave the 

 guilt of my sin. 
 One:  Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; 

 Many  at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them. 
 One:  You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; 

 Many:  you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. 
 One:  I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you with 

 my eye upon you. 
 Many:  Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, whose 

 temper must be curbed with a bit and bridle, else it will not stay near 
 you. 

 One:  Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds those who 
 trust in God. 

 Many:  Be glad in God and rejoice, O righteous, and should for joy, all you 
 upright in heart. 

 Anthem  “Thunder Road”  Adam Cole 

 Sermon  Rev. Cpt. Daniel C. Brower 

 Communion Hymn  “What Wondrous Love Is This”  200 

 1. What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my 
 soul, 
 what wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

 3. To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I 
 will sing, 
 to God and to the Lamb I will sing! 
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 What wondrous love is this that caused the 
 Lord of bliss 
 to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my 
 soul, 
 to bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 2. When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
 sinking down, 
 when I was sinking down, sinking down; 
 when I was sinking down beneath God's 
 righteous frown, 
 Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my 
 soul, 
 Christ laid aside his crown for my soul! 

 To God and to the Lamb, who is the great 
 "I AM," 
 while millions join the theme, I will sing, 
 I will sing, 
 while millions join the theme, I will sing! 

 4. And when from death I'm free, I'll sing 
 on, I'll sing on, 
 and when from death I'm free, I'll sing 
 on! 
 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing 
 and joyful be, 
 and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing 
 on, 
 and through eternity I'll sing on! 

 Invitation to Faithful Stewardship & Holy Communion  Rev. Answai T. Burch-White 

 Prayers for the Bread and Cup  Rev. Cpt. Daniel C. Brower 

 (Christ invites you to partake of Holy Communion. As part of the one body of Christ, 
 we welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us.  After the Words of 
 Institution are proclaimed, you are invited to partake of the Bread and the Cup.) 

 Words of Institution  Rev. Cpt. Daniel C. Brower 

 One:  For  I  received  from  the  Lord  what  I  also  delivered  to  you,  that  the  Lord 
 Jesus  on  the  night  when  He  was  betrayed  took  bread,  and  when  He  had 
 given thanks, He broke it, and said, 

 Many:  “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of 
 me.” 

 One:  In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, 
 Many:  “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this as often as you 

 drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 One:  For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you remember the 

 Lord until He comes. 

 Unison Prayer of Commission  Rev. Answai T. White-Burch 

 God our help:  We thank you for this supper, shared in the spirit with your 
 son Jesus, who makes us new and strong, who brings us life eternal.  We 
 praise you for giving us all good gifts in Him and pledge ourselves to serve 
 you, even as in Christ you have served us. Amen. 
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 We Are Led Out by the Spirit 

 Closing Hymn 
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 Postlude  Adam Cole 

 Benediction  Rev. Cpt. Daniel C. Brower 

 Mark Your Calendars 

 Sundays  – Rev. Stan Saunders Sunday School, Pathfinders, 9:30 AM 
 Sun, Mar 17  – Congregational Listening Session, following service 
 Tue, Mar 19  – Blood Drive, Fellowship Hall, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
 Sun, Mar 24  – Easter Egg Stuffing, following service 
 Sun, Mar 24  – Chalice Thrift Workday:  Seasonal Changeover, following service 
 Thu, Mar 28  – Maundy Thursday, 7:00 PM 
 Fri, Mar 29  – Good Friday, 7:00 PM 
 Sun, Mar 31  – East Egg Hunt, 9:45 AM 
 Sat, Apr 6  – “Born to Run” Preview Performance, Sanctuary, 5:00 PM 
 Sat, Apr 13  – James Brewer-Calvert Singalong Series:  Adam Cole and the Willow 
 Band,“Born to Run”, Sanctuary, 7:30 PM 
 Thu Apr 25- Sat Apr 27  – Regional Assembly, Macon, GA 
 https://www.gadisciples.org/regional-assembly-2024 

 Welcome Statement 

 First Christian Church of Decatur (Disciples of Christ) is an open and 
 affirming congregation. 
 We welcome everyone into full participation in the life and 
 membership of the church. 

 Inspired and informed by God’s love, mercy, and justice, we are 
 purposefully involved in the healing and helping of our community 
 and our world.  We covenant with God and the greater community 
 to nurture a spirit of love and service to  neighbors, honor one 

 another’s differences, and fellowship in the breaking of the bread. 

 Actively striving to honor each other’s race, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
 nationality, ethnicity, marital status, physical or mental ability, family configuration, 
 political affiliation, economic circumstance, or theological  perspective, we truly 
 welcome all. 

 Online Giving 

 First Christian Church of Decatur is a spiritual community that 
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 transcends physical distance. In this unprecedented time, online giving is a positive 
 way that this growing faith community can be supported. 

 As we often say in worship at the Invitation to Faithful Stewardship, “Those in need, 
 please take; those with abundance, please give.” If and when you find yourself in need, 
 please let us know so we might be of assistance. You matter to your Church, which is 
 the Body of Christ. The missions of our church are imperative to nurture a hurt and 
 hurting world. 

 For those who would like to give out of gratitude for all the Lord is doing in our lives, 
 please click the following link: 
 https://www.osvhub.com/decaturdisciples/giving/funds 

 Thank you for your support and prayers. 

 Ministers: All the People 

 Your Church Staff: 
 Rev. Daniel C. Brower,  Associate Pastor 

 Russell Broomfield-Ranney,  Church Bookkeeper 
 Adam Cole,  Organist 

 Tanya Demjanec,  Church Administrator 
 William E. Garner,  Director of Music 

 Kedric Kelly,  Facility Manager 

 Church Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday, 8 am to 3 pm 
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